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unique cheer, they departed for the western
Mass mecca of ice hockey, Cushing Acad-
emy. Greenwich, no match for the women of
St. Mark’s, skated off the Cushing rink 2–0
losers, leaving the Lions to face Middlesex
on Sunday for the New England Champion-
ship.

St. Mark’s came to the game having played
Middlesex once during the regular season,
beating the Zebra’s 2–1, and they knew that
it would be an exciting game. From the face
off, St. Mark’s controlled the puck and frus-
trated Middlesex with their solid defense,
held together by their spectacular goalie Me-
lissa Glaser, who simply would not let the
puck into her net. Every attempt made by
the Zebras was foiled by Glaser and her de-
fense, which consisted of only three play-
ers—Zwerdling, Ingraham, and Kirsten
Larsen—who had to play double shifts for
the entire game. At the other end of the
rink. St. Mark’s offense kept up a relentless
attack on the Middlesex’s goalie. In the first
period, the Lions scored twice: first on a tip-
in by Gretchen Anderson from a Crowell slap
shot, and again on a break away by Amy
McNaught. St. Mark’s skated off the ice
after the period up 2–0, knowing that if they
continued their offensive pressure and held
back Middlesex they could win the game and
the New England Championship. Another
Anderson goal assisted by Crowell, during a
Middlesex power play, along with many sen-
sational saves by Glaser and her dependable
defense, gave the Lions a 3–0 lead at the end
of the second period. As Middlesex skated
onto the ice before the third period, they
were preparing for another fifteen minutes of
offensive frustration. As the clock rolled
down to 11.6 seconds and Glaser caught a fly-
ing Middlesex slap shot, the St. Mark’s team
seemed to spectators to win the New Eng-
land’s as easily as Glaser snatched that puck
into her glove.

Winning the Division 2 New England Prep
School ice Hockey Championship culminates
a season that brought back the respect St.
Mark’s women’s ice hockey held in the early
nineties. With eight experienced players and
two aggressive coaches returning for the ‘98–
99 season, expect the team to reunite next
year as a might force in the ISL and all of
New England.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO PRESIDENT
LEE ON THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA

HON. CORRINE BROWN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, much
has been written and said about the economic
growth and political advances made by the
Republic of China during the last few years.
Taiwan’s achievements are respected through-
out the world. Much of the credit is due to Tai-
wan’s political leadership.

Taiwan is led by Cornell-educated Dr. Lee
Teng-hui, who was elected Taiwan’s ninth
president and inaugurated on May 20, 1996.
His running mate was Dr. Lien Chan. Other
government leaders include Foreign Minister
Jason Hu and Representative Stephen Chen.
While Vice President Lien Chan has worked to
maintain stability and respect for the law at
home, Minister Hu wisely exerts Taiwan’s
presence abroad, having recently visited Africa
and a number of southeast Asian countries
seeking new friends for his country. In the
meantime, Representative Stephen Chen has
assiduously briefed us on the Hill of all the re-

cent happenings in Taiwan. Representative
Chen is a tireless diplomat.

Together, Taiwan’s leaders have continued
to bring their people economic progress and
an improved political climate. The Republic of
China is a young dynamic nation and a model
for the developing world. On the occasion of
President Lee’s second anniversary in office, I
wish to extend my congratulations to President
Lee and his people.
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Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring a study on competition in video services
by the Hudson Institute to the attention of my
colleagues.

Price inflation in cable television service is
causing some policy makers to suggest re-
newing rate regulation—that is, re-re-regulat-
ing cable prices. While it is the case that there
have been notable price increases by some
cable systems, to recommend extending price
controls is to ignore the realities of the market-
place and the lessons of the past.

It is important to note that these cost in-
creases are authorized under the 1992 Cable
Act, which I opposed. Indeed, it is my view
that passage of the Cable Act did little to keep
down prices, that it resulted in reduced capital
investment and a stagnation of services of-
fered by the industry, and that the regulations
themselves proved to be a costly and ineffi-
cient expense.

The rate regulation imposed by the Cable
Act increased the cost of capital to cable sys-
tems and prevented many from upgrading
their systems. One of the major goals of the
1996 Telecommunications Act was to promote
competition and investment in the delivery of
video services to the home. Under the Tele-
communications Act, rates for cable services
beyond the basic tier are to be deregulated
three years after enactment. The Act also re-
moved the statutory ban on telephone compa-
nies offering video services within their re-
gions.

While competition to incumbent cable opera-
tors may not be growing as quickly as antici-
pated, it is significant nonetheless. The re-
gional telephone company Ameritech is build-
ing cable systems throughout the Midwest to
compete alongside existing cable operators.
Upwards of ten percent of households in the
market have Direct Broadcast Satellite service,
and wireless cable service is expanding as
well. Technological improvements in the area
of satellite broadcasting alone promise more
choices for video consumers.

Equally as important, the cable industry has
been investing to provide competition in new
areas, such as Internet access, local teleph-
ony, and Personal Communications Services.
Cable firms also are leaders in the use of fiber
optic and digital compression technology, and
have been upgrading their systems to provide
customers with a greater range of program-
ming choices.

Having made the case for competition and
against price controls, I must add that I am not
satisfied with the current state of competition

in video services. I believe that it is entirely
appropriate for Congress to reexamine pro-
gram access rules, copyright laws, and other
potential barriers to free and open competition.
As Vice-Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Telecommunications, Trade and Consumer
Protection, I am committed to see full-blown
competition and choice in video programming.

Mr. Speaker, I again commend the following
executive summary of the Hudson Institute
study to the attention of all Members.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In late 1997 and early 1998, concerns have
been raised among regulators, members of
Congress, and consumer groups regarding
cable television rates. This study analyzes
the rationale for new efforts by the FCC to
limit rates or impose other regulations on
the cable television industry in response to
such concerns. It examines the historical
record of cable regulation, takes a new look
at the state of competition for multichannel
video programming, reviews the important
capital investment in new digital services by
the industry, and assesses the possible im-
pact of new price controls on competition in
the wider telecommunications market, in-
cluding Internet access, telephony, and video
programming.

The study finds that, despite current mar-
ket share of around 85.6 percent (falling to
around 75 percent by 2002); dynamic services
offered by Direct Broadcast Satellite (DBS),
broadcast television, and other multichannel
video delivery systems provide substantial
and growing competition for cable tele-
vision. More than 65 percent of households
can receive six or more broadcast channels
with a suitable antenna. For many house-
holds, DBS offers greater levels of service at
prices comparable to or lower than, cable’s.
DBS appears to provide a good substitute for
cable even after accounting for up-front
equipment costs. Competing cable systems
(overbuilds and Satellite Master Antenna
(TV) have become cost-effective and are
growing rapidly, especially in the Midwest
and Northeast.

The study also finds that past cable regula-
tion, especially rate controls, provided little
or no benefit to consumers, and in fact
harmed consumers by inducing lower quality
of service. On the other hand, periods of less
regulation, such as the years between 1984
and 1990, stimulated production of greater
quality and wider choice of programming for
consumers, produced steady increases in de-
mand for cable, and produced net consumer
welfare gains of $3 billion to $6.5 billion per
year.

Finally, the evidence shows that the cable
industry is in the midst of investing up to $28
billion to improve its infrastructure, includ-
ing over $1 billion per year to convert to
interactive digital services. The entry of
cable firms into new businesses such as te-
lephony, Internet, and digital video is im-
proving consumer choice and reducing prices
for these services, especially to residential
customers; spurring a competitive response
from the telephone industry to upgrade its
data transmission capabilities; and giving a
boost to the introduction of digital tele-
vision and to competition in the Internet
business. An imposition of rate controls
similar to those of 1993 and 1994 would under-
mine the financial basis for the cable indus-
try to enter these new businesses in the near
term, and hence weaken competition in the
wider telecommunications market place.
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Thursday, May 21, 1998
Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay special tribute to a truly outstanding young
man from Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District,
Thad D. Christofer. Thad has recently accept-
ed his offer of appointment to attend the
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland.

Thad, who is from Republic, Ohio, will soon
be completing his high school years, and will
be preparing to begin what figures to be one
of the most challenging and educational op-
portunities of his life: his four-year commitment
at the Naval Academy.

During his high school years, Thad has
proven himself to be an exceptional student.
In the classroom, Thad’s achievements are
certainly something of which he and his family
can be proud. Currently, he is carrying a per-
fect 4.0 grade point average. In addition, Thad
has extended his scholastic efforts by attend-
ing classes at Tiffin University and Heidelberg
College.

In addition, Thad is a National Merit Scholar
Semifinalist, and is listed in the Who’s Who
Among American High School Students. Thad
has been active in the VFW Voice of Democ-
racy Competition, and has served as Presi-
dent of the Seneca County Chapter of the Dis-
tributive Education Clubs of America (DECA).
And, for the first time in fifty-three years, Thad
represented Seneca County as a member of
the state DECA Board, serving as its Parlia-
mentarian.

Mr. Speaker, each year, I am privileged to
nominate several outstanding young men and
women from my district to the nation’s military
academy. Thad Christofer is certainly a fine
student and a fine young man. I am sure he
will do very well at the Naval Academy and in
all of his future endeavors. Mr. Speaker, I
would urge my colleagues to stand and join
me in paying tribute to Thad D. Christofer, and
in wishing him well at the United States Naval
Academy.
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Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring to
the House’s attention a wonderful and heart-
warming story about a distinguished citizen of
the 3rd District of Tennessee. It is a story of
service above and beyond the call of duty,
courage and of a man who knows how to say
thanks with grace and style. That man is John
C. ‘‘Thunder’’ Thornton, who has built a highly
successful business career in Chattanooga
and who owns the Crescent H. Guest Ranch
in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Describing what
happened, Thornton says, ‘‘If you don’t believe
in Guardian Angels, I’ve got a story for you.’’

It begins on Friday, March 27, a day that
started out as a happy family outing to San

Antonio, Texas to see the final four basketball
tournament but that nearly ended in sudden,
tragic death. As ‘‘Thunder’’ Thornton tells it, he
and his daughter, Dori, 17, and son Johnny,
14, were met at the San Antonio Airport by
Cesar Hernandez, who was to drive them in
his cab for a tour of the city. They’d planned
to visit Trinity University there and to see all
the sights in that beautiful old city.

Without warning, Thornton began to feel a
numbness in his arm and shortness of breath
followed by pain and a feverish feeling ‘‘Thun-
der’’ Thornton realized that he might be having
a heart attack. He asked Hernandez to get
him to the hospital as quickly as possible.
Then he passed out. He awoke to find himself
in the car at the curbside outside the hospital.
Hernandez got him into a wheel chair and into
the hospital where he received first-class treat-
ment from Cardiologist Dr. Rusty Felton. Even
as the treatment began he could hear Hernan-
dez comforting his son and daughter.

Some cab drivers—and many people—
would have thought they had done enough by
doing only what their job called for in this situ-
ation. They’d just call an ambulance and head
off to make more fares. But Hernandez went
far above what duty required him to do. He
rushed Thunder Thornton to the hospital. Then
he stayed with Thornton’s children while they
faced fear and danger, far from home and with
neither of their parents in a position to help
them. He displayed one of the best traits we
like to think we share as Americans, a natural
instinct to help others who were in harm’s
way—even at some personal cost. Unfortu-
nately, we do not see as much of this behav-
ior as we would like in America today. But it
was definitely there when it counted that Fri-
day in San Antonio. And Thornton believes
that Mr. Hernandez saved his life.

But, Mr. Speaker, this is also a story of grat-
itude and having the good grace to express it.
Many folks would have simply sent Mr. Her-
nandez a note of thanks. But for Thunder
Thornton, that would never have been
enough. He arranged a two-part gift. The first
was a one-week vacation to Thornton’s Cres-
cent H Guest Ranch in Jackson Hole. And the
second was a brand new White Cadillac
DeVille, which Thornton presented to Hernan-
dez in a video-taped family ‘‘thank you card’’
that was played at a luncheon in San Antonio.
Thunder Thornton’s action shows that it is im-
portant to celebrate those ‘‘Guardian Angels’’
our society needs so badly. It also goes a long
way toward telling us the kind of man John
Thornton is.

Mr. Speaker, the 3rd District of Tennessee
is fortunate to count him among its citizens.
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TRIBUTE TO LT. COL. DARRYL B.
KREITMAN

HON. CHARLES W. STENHOLM
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 1998

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Darryl B.
Kreitman as he retires with 20 years of distin-
guished service in the U.S. Air Force.

Lieutenant Colonel Kreitman is retiring from
his position as Deputy Chief of the Air Force’s
Legislative Weapons Systems Liaison Divi-
sion. In this capacity he is responsible for liai-

son between the Air Force and Congress on
annual authorizations of $30 billion for all Air
Force weapons systems, munitions and relat-
ed technologies. His expertise in this arena
and his knowledge of Air Force policy and di-
rection is unparalleled.

In 1978, after receiving his commission as a
Second Lieutenant from OTS, he entered Un-
dergraduate Navigator Training at Mather Air
Force Base, CA. He then flew as a B–52 navi-
gator and instructor navigator at Griffiss Air
Force Base, New York.

Following a one year Pentagon assignment,
Darryl began a remarkable tour of duty in the
B–1 at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas. From
1986 through 1994, he showed exemplary
performance through a range of duties begin-
ning as a B–1 Instructor Offensive Systems
Officer and culminating as Commander of the
7th Transportation Squadron. His professional-
ism was highlighted when he served as Chief
of Transportation while deployed to Saudi Ara-
bia. It was during his 8 year tour at Dyess that
his wife Judy gave birth to their beautiful little
Texas girl—Robbin.

Darryl’s expertise was recognized when he
returned to the Pentagon in 1994; he was se-
lected to manage the B–1 program for the Air
Force’s Acquisition community. He then went
on to become the B–1 Branch Chief and the
Bomber Division Chief.

Mr. Speaker, I join with my colleagues who
have directly benefited from the outstanding
support Lieutenant Colonel Kreitman has pro-
vided the Congress and the executive branch,
in both his capacities in legislative liaison and
as a premier aviator in the Air Force, in con-
gratulating him for a job extremely well done
and in wishing his family the very best in the
future. Colonel Kreitman is a professional
among professionals and has brought great
credit upon himself and the United States Air
Force.
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Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

address a subject of utmost importance: teen
pregnancy prevention.

Mr. Speaker, today the United States retains
the unfortunate distinction of having the high-
est rate of teen pregnancy among industri-
alized western nations. Over the past decade
we have made some progress in bringing
down the number of pregnancies among
teens. But too many kids are still having kids,
and suffering social and economic repercus-
sions throughout their lives because of it. We
can and must do better.

We must do better because unintended teen
pregnancies mean more difficult lives, and
fewer opportunities, for teen parents and their
children. We know that teen mothers are less
likely to graduate from high school, and more
likely to depend on welfare. And their children
start life at a distinct disadvantage—on aver-
age smaller at birth, they are more likely to be
hospitalized, more likely to perform poorly in
school, and more likely to suffer abuse and
neglect.

And the cycle is likely to be repeated. Over
20 percent of children of teen mothers will in
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